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Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

23 MARCH 1848 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to Summons, His Excellency Lieut. Col. Irwin took the Chair. 

Present 

The Honble J.S. Roe, Surveyor General 

The Honble G.F. Moore, Advocate General 

The Honble H.C. Sutherland, Collector of Revenue 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

S. Moore Esquire 

Prayers 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR laid on the table a dispatch No 29 of 31 May 1847 from the Secretary of State 

transmitting a Warrant under the Royal Sign Manual authorising Letters Patent to be passed 

under the Public Seal of the Territory of Western Australia Appointing Mr Richard Robert 

Madden to be Colonial Secretary when Mr Madden took the requisite oaths and his seat as a 

Member of Council. 

2. THE GOVERNOR informed the Council that, Mr Lionel Samson who was the next in order on the list 

approved by Her Majesty for making provision for filling vacancies in the Council, having 

declined to take his seat in the room of Mr Yule, Mr W. Nash who was no longer an Official 

Member would take his seat as a non official Member, and Mr Nash accordingly took the oaths 

and his seat as a Member of Council. 

 The doors having been opened The Governor said as he was still suffering from indisposition that he 

would request the Clerk to read the address; and which was done as follows — 

 Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 

In consequence of the necessities of the service, I have been obliged to require your attendance 

this early for the despatch of business. 

Having confidently expected the arrival of my successor long before the present time, I had no 

intention of calling a meeting of the Council prior to His Excellency’s arrival, but no ordinance 
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having been passed for the expenditure of the financial year commencing the 1st of next month, 

I am under the necessity of assembling you for that purpose. 

In availing myself of this unexpected opportunity of again addressing you from this chair, I 

have, gentlemen, great satisfaction in being able to congratulate you on the continued good 

prospects of the Colony.  The sanguine satisfactions which I ventured to express in any address 

in opening the last session of its steady and even rapid progress have been fully realised during 

the present year.  It may be asserted without fear of contradiction, that at no former period 

have its prospects of success been more bright and encouraging.  The exports of the Colony 

continue to increase, and very nearly equal the imports.  Foreign vessels have visited our ports 

for the purpose of loading with sandal-wood, and so great has been the demand, that several 

have been obliged to leave in ballast, in consequence of cargoes not being ready for shipment. 

With reference to another most valuable article of export, the mahogany and other species of 

the Eucalyptus of the Colony, which is found so admirably suited for naval and domestic 

purposes, on account of its indestructibility by the sea, erosion and the white ant, and its other 

valuable qualities recent intelligence from India appear to establish the fact, that the demand 

from that quarter is likely for some years to exceed the ability of the Colonists to prepare it for 

exportation.  In consequence of the great destruction by the white ant of most of the timber 

grown there, the mahogany, samples of which have been forwarded to Calcutta, seems to have 

been highly approved of by the engineers sent out to form the railroad between Calcutta and 

Delhi — a distance of 800 miles; and a vessel of the East India Company has been sent for a 

cargo of it, with which she is now loading at Bunbury.  The officers of the Company, who 

have been sent to procure the timber, report that not only are many vessels likely to be speedily 

sent out to obtain similar cargoes, but may also be expected to bring hundreds of labourers to 

assist in getting it ready for exportation.  By the vessel just arrived, information had also been 

received that the sample cargo sent home by order of the Lords of the Admiralty, has been 

fully approved of on inspection, by the officers of Her Majesty’s Dockyard at Deptford, and 

there is good reason to believe that a large supply will be required by the Admiralty. 

My intention to send the colonial vessel to the Eastward, on her return from Singapore, as 

expressed in my address of last session, I was induced to alter, on the unjust representation of 

the settlers to the effect that the services of the Chinese lately introduced having been found so 

valuable, they requested that no time might be lost in despatching her for a further supply of 

these labourers, and in consequence of this and a list of applications for three times the number 

previously introduced having been sent in, I directed the Vessel to return forthwith on this 

service.  An additional inducement for altering her destination being that the Overland Mail via 

Singapore, which from the Secretary of State’s despatches I am led to believe is now at that 

station will be conveyed to the Colony by her. 

From the continued improvement of the Revenues, I am happy to be enabled on the application 

of the Members of the Church of England and Wesleyan Methodist Bodies to propose a further 

sum this session towards the liquidation of the debts incurred by them in erecting their 

Churches and Chapels throughout the Colony under the Act of Council 4 Vict No 6 now 
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repealed.  I also propose the appropriation of a sum to the Roman Catholic Chapel Perth, in 

fulfilment of an implied promise of aid made to that body by Mr Hutt, although they were not 

entitled to claim under the Act. 

An amount similar to that granted last year I have placed on the Estimates for Schools, but I 

propose to alter its distribution contributing one half of the amount in aid of the Government 

male and female Schools in Perth, the remaining sum being still sufficient to afford the 

contribution proposed for the Fremantle and other Schools on the scale established by Colonel 

Clarke.  From the very significant state of the Government Schools at Perth, I appointed in the 

first year a General Board of education, and in conformity with their suggestions, the 

Government Schools, both male and female were remodelled, and have been brought into a 

very effective condition, under the very able superintendence of the General Committee, aided 

by the zealous assistance of the Committee of Visitors, especially of the Ladies, and there is 

now consequently a very large increase in the number of Scholars of both sexes.  The very 

marked improvement this produced being so connected with the welfare of the Colony forms a 

subject on which I am hoping to be able to congratulate the Council. 

Another important topic which calls for notice here, is the improvement of the lines of 

communication throughout the Colony.  The two Acts, passed at the Close of the last Session, 

will no doubt operate greatly to the improvement of the Colony in this respect.  I allude to the 

Act vesting in the Central Board of Works, the powers heretofore conferred on the Road Trust, 

and to that imposing a toll on Sandal Wood to be devoted exclusively to the service now under 

consideration.  The efficiency of the first Act has been somewhat impeded in some districts, in 

consequence of the nature and amount of the qualification required for the members of the 

Local Boards, and in this particular requires assessment, but with this exception it appears to 

work well.  With reference to the toll there is great reason to hope that the considerable sum 

expected to be derived from it will be realised and that, with the amount granted in aid from 

the general revenue, such improvement in the lines of communication will shortly be effected, 

as will more than repay the amount of the toll by lessening the expense of transit.  I have also 

placed on the Estimates special Amounts for the improvement of the navigation of the Rivers 

at the Flats and the Bar.  These sums it is proposed should be expended provided similar 

amounts are raised by private subscription, which the great interest evinced by the Public on 

this point gives good reason to expect will be effected. 

With respect to Surveys the quantity of land marked out during the past year has necessarily 

been very small compared with former years, owing to the Survey force having been chiefly 

employed surveying and laying out permanent roads and lines of communication in various 

parts of the Colony.  I have deemed it highly desirable to lay out such lines without further 

delay, before tillage and enclosures become more extensive.  The Survey of a main artery of 

communication between the Swan and Avon Countries has consequently been this year 

completed from Guildford to York, and the best line of road laid out marked and adopted 

between those Townsites.  Similar lines have also been laid out, but have not yet been adopted 

between Bunbury in Wellington and Wonnerup in the Sussex District — also between 
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Bunbury and Australind, and between York and Toodyay through part of the Avon district.  

The latter is now being continued to the townsite of Bejoording 10 miles further N.E. whence 

it will then take the opposite direction to Guildford.  A similar communication is also being 

opened between Northam and Guildford, and the Southern districts are being connected with 

Fremantle and Perth by a permanent line through Australind, Peel, Pinjarra, Rockingham, and 

Clarence as means become available these much wanted lines will be extended both 

Northward and Southward.  For the purpose of shortening the mail route to Albany, and of 

including in that line the important settlements on our Sea Coast, a new post road has been 

recently opened between Bunbury and Kojonup, and the transit of Sandal-Wood and other 

produce to the Coast has also been greatly facilitated during the past year by marking a good 

road for teams between the district of the Williams River and the shipping Port of Bunbury.  A 

considerable portion of this year’s expenditure under this head has been incurred in the repairs 

rendered necessary by the drainage caused by the floods of last winter, the principle being at 

the Causeway over the flats at the Eastern extremity of Perth.  

Since the commencement of last Session Dr Von Sommer the Geologist attached to the Survey 

Department has been employed in exploring various districts in the Colony for the purpose of 

ascertaining their Geological character and with the special object of tracing the Coal 

formation and of determining whether its existence may not be found nigher to the Sea Coast 

and to the Capital, so as to render it more available than on the Banks of the Irwin.  The reports 

of his various explorations I have directed to be published.  Through his means a geological 

map of the Country, which has long been a desideration, has been commenced, and will in a 

few months be completed, exhibiting the features of the Country from Champion Bay opposite 

the Abrolhos to the Doubtful Island Bay beyond King George’s Sound, at the South-east 

extremity of the Territory.  To this latter place I have again despatched him accompanied by 

Mr Bland Protector of Natives, in order to determine the fact whether Coal crops out on that 

Coast as reported by scalers and others.  On his return the Geologist has been directed to 

diverge from the Williams to the Sea Coast to explore the district laying between Cape 

Naturaliste and Cape Leeuwin, whose valuable minerals have long ago been reported to exist. 

In the meantime in consequence of the favorable indications of Coal found on the Banks of the 

Swan, the Government have decided on boring for that mineral, as soon as an apparatus is 

prepared, which is now constructing for the purpose. 

I am happy to be able to report that, in compliance with the urgent representations of the late 

Governor and myself, Her Majesty’s Government has sent out, by the vessel just arrived, fifty-

one Juvenile Immigrants, of whose conduct on board I have received a very favourable report 

from the Surgeon Superintendent.  These, together with the sixty Chinese ordered from 

Singapore by the Champion, will make a very reasonable relief in the present dearth of labor. 

I have ordered a Copy of the Blue Book for the past year ending 31st December 1847, to be 

laid on the table, exhibiting a progressive improvement; the most interesting particulars I have 

already adverted to.  
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The financial year not having yet closed the statement of the receipts and disbursements can 

only be furnished for eleven months, for which period I have directed these to be laid before 

you.  These documents will show that the Revenue in the aggregate has hitherto exceeded the 

Estimates, and within the last three months the improvement has been considerable, principally 

under the heads of wines, Tobacco, and Ad valorem duties, Licences to depasture stock and to 

fell Timber & repayments of Crown Debts, and I have accordingly raised the Estimate of the 

present year above that of the past £900 — though the amount actually received would warrant 

a still larger increase.  This will give a total of £9300 for the Estimated Revenue of the year.  

The present balance in the Chest is upwards of £550, and may be considerably increased by the 

end of the month; but repayments to the Imperial Treasury on account of various advances, 

and other liabilities, will reduce the balance to the credit of the ensuing year to about the sum 

of £200.  These are altogether independent of the outstanding debts and liabilities of which I 

have directed a short account to be appended to the Estimate for the purpose of shewing our 

actual financial position.  

With reference to the Expenditure of the past year there is an excess under the Heads of 

Rottnest and issues miscellaneous. 

Miscellaneous.  The first has been occasioned by the purchase of seed wheat on account of the 

failure of the crop £21 — arrears of provisions due for the previous year £55 and for live stock 

deemed advisable to purchase £57 on the change of the system, which have not yet been 

expended, and will cause a corresponding diminution of the expense of the establishment this 

year as shown in the Estimate — The excess under the head of Miscellaneous has been owing 

to the expense of the introduction of Chinese, a considerable part of which will be repaid by 

the individuals who have sent for them and placed to the credit of the Revenue. 

Having made these explanatory observations I will now proceed to lay before you in detail the 

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the ensuing year 1848/49, noticing the differences 

as they occur between these Estimates and those of the current year and the reasons for which I 

have deemed it advisable to propose alterations. 

The Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure amounting to £9500 were then laid on the table 

and the following proposed alteration in the Estimates were read 

Heads  Increase Decrease 

Audit Office 

Colonial Auditor increase of salary 

making his salary £200 being for length of service and increased 

responsibility 

Customs and Revenue 

Collector of Revenue increase 

making his salary £250, this officer being the worst paid in 

proportion to his responsibility of any Head of a Department 

Tidewater Albany increase 

making his salary £45.  The salary of this officer was reduced in 

 

25.0.0 

 

 

 

50.0.0 

 

 

25.0.0 

 

 

25.0.0 
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1844 from £100 to £50 and as he performs the duties of Guages 

Clerk to the Government Resident & Magistrates and Cooper, & 

Postmaster and a considerable revenue is derived from Albany this 

increase is considered only a fair remuneration for his services. 

 Increase in this Department 

Deduct £18 Rent Of Warehouse Bunbury being no longer requisite 

on the completion of the Government Stores 

    Total Increase 

    Carried Forward 

 

 Harbor Master’s Department 

Pilot Decrease in Salary, amount allowed him for a Crew 

 Incidental 

      Decrease 

Increase Pilots Boats crew two men £60 and rations £18. £sd. 

Sailing Boat of 4½ to 6 tons. 66.16.6.  The Pilot having experienced 

much difficulty in procuring a crew for his Whaleboat when required 

it was thought better to discontinue the allowance to him, and to 

engage a permanent crew of two men and to procure a suitable 

sailing boat to be managed by them.  As the Pilot boat will be 

employed to transport provisions to and from Rottnest & carry stores 

and provisions it is anticipated that a considerable saving will arise 

from this alteration. 

     Total increase 

 

_________ 

 

75.0.0 

 

18.0.0 

57.0.0 

 

 

 

50.0.0 

23.0.0 

73.0.0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

144.16.6 

71.16.6 

 

 

 

75.0.0 

 

 

100.0.0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

144.16.6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18.0.0 

18.0.0 

 

 

 

50.0.0 

23.0.0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heads  Increase Decrease 

Judicial Department 

Superintendent of Working party Perth, increase 

making his salary £45.12.6 or 2/6 per day in addition to a ration. 

 Rations of Prisoners and Jailors including 20 Native 

Prisoners at Perth brought from Rottnest & employed in forming the 

streets.      Increase 

making £200 for Rations 

Firewood increase on account of Native Prisoners 

 Total increase under this head 

Decrease 

Bailiff of Civil Court salary reduced £20 

 This officer holds the situation of Bailiff to the Sheriff at a 

Salary of £50 and also that of constable £20.  His duties as bailiff of 

the Civil Court being trifling & will be left to be paid by fees, in 

other places they are performed by the Sheriff’s Bailiff. 

 

9.12.6 

 

 

94.0.0 

 

10.0.0 

113.12.6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.12.6 
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10.0.0 
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Jurors and Witnesses Allowances   20.0.0 

Constables expenses & transportation of prisoners 50.0.0 

Incidental Expenses      5.0.0 

      Increase 

    Carried Forward 

Natives 

Decrease Aid to Wesleyan Institution rations reduced from £75 to 

£35 

Albany School discontinued 

Aid to Fremantle School reduced from £50 to £35 

     Total Increase 

Police 

Increase Forage to 2nd Constable & Soldier at £4.11.3 each 

Aboriginal Constable York Salary 10/ per month, rations £9, 

Clothing £3 

Forage for De 

De for Soldier at Bunbury 

Rations to Chief Constable South District omitted in last year’s 

estimate 

     Total Increase 

Additional strength being required for the Police, the Protector at 

York has recommended the appointment of an Aboriginal Constable 

as more suitable for the service of apprehending Prisoners than a 

Soldier. 

The horse was granted last year without forage, but it has now been 

found indispensable to add it to the Estimate to render the horse 

serviceable & available at all times. 

 

 

 

95.0.0 

10.12.6 

 

 

 

40.0.0 

20.0.0 

15.0.0 

75.0.0 

 

9.2.6 

 

18.0.0 

36.10.0 

27.7.6 

  9.2.6 

 

100.2.6 

 

 

 

358.9.0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100.2.6 

 

95.0.0 

 

186.0.0 

 

 

 

 

 

75.0.0 

Heads  Increase Decrease 

Post Office 

Postmaster General. This officer’s salary has been raised from £100 

to £130 in consequence of the accounts connected with his 

department which were kept in the Audit Office having been then 

passed to him.  This will only be an increase upon the Ordinance for 

this Salary of 

As a balance due to the late Postmaster General of a similar amount 

approved on the Estimate of last year. 

Consequence of Inland Mails including additional Mail to Bunbury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15.0.0 

 

119.0.0 

£134.0.0 
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Public Works 

Decrease completion of Offices Bunbury 

                Government House 

                Repairs of Public Building Fremantle 

               Jetty Fremantle 

     Total decrease 

     Carried forward 

Public Works continued   Decrease 

Increase School Room Perth  £50.0.0 

The sum voted last year not being spent 

Repair at Public Offices Perth for verandah 

and spouting at South & West sides   64.0.0 

Addition to Perth Gaol Shed for Native 

Prisoners     45.0.0 

Aid towards the erection of Hospital Perth 150.0.0 

Incidentals         1.0.0 

      Increase 

The present building which is rented for an Hospital has two years of 

the lease still unexpired and from its very decayed state it may 

require to be vacated before the end of the lease. 

It is calculated that two Rooms may be built for this sum which are 

intended to be used as a Girls School in the meantime and future 

additions can be made to render it suitable for an Hospital. 

Registrar of Deeds Office 

    Decrease 

This Officer has been appointed Clerk in the Surveyor Generals 

Department at a salary of £150 for both situations which is a saving 

to the Public of £75 per annum as there is very little duty to be 

performed in the Registrar’s Office. 

I have apportioned £50 as the salary for it, and £100 as the salary of 

the Clerk in the Survey Department with the understanding that that 

office will be attached to another for which the Registrar will receive 

a salary as at present. 

 

 

40.0.0 

100.0.0 

35.0.0 

120.0.0 

295.0.0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

310.0.0 
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556.0.0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50.0.0 

Heads  Increase Decrease 

Roads and Bridges, Internal Communication 

The items placed under this Head are Roads & Bridges 

For the improvement of the Bar with the understanding that a similar sum is 

raised by Private Subscription 

 

200.0.0 

 

150.0.0 
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For the improvement of the Flats at Point Frazer above Perth with the same 

proviso. 

 

Being a reduction in last years Ordinance of  £220 

This sum of £450 is in addition to the Toll on Sandal Wood which is 

specially appropriated to this Service and is estimated at £500 making a total 

of £950 

Rottnest Establishment 

Decrease Provision of £120 to £40 

In consequence of Barley and Wheat grown on the Island and Stores of Rice 

and Sugar purchased. 

Transport of Prisoners and Boat Hire — 

It is intended to employ the Pilot Boat for this purpose £40 

Percentage to Superintendent 

    Total Decrease 

 

Survey Department 

Decrease Clerk reduced from £125 to £100 

Increase Incidental expences for Services of Geologist Dr Von Sommer 

     Total Increase 

Miscellaneous 

Increase Repayment made of the Repairs of the Colonial Schooner  

 Aid to Wesleyan Chapel Perth 

 etc        etc         etc         Fremantle 

 On account of the debt incurred in their erection under the act now 

repealed. 

 Roman Catholic Chapel Perth 

  Travelling expences 

  Stationery 

 Balance applicable to unforseen expenses. 

 

Decrease Interest on Debentures    £  8 

 Subscription to Newspapers       3.4.0 

 Aid to Albany Church   100.0.0 

 etc Fremantle      50.0.0 

 etc Perth       50.0.0 

 Introduction of labor   100.0.0 

      311.4.0 

 

      Total Increase 

      Decrease 

      Total Increase 

 

 

100.0.0 

450.0.0 

 

 

 

 

 

80.0.0 

 

 

 

 

25.0.0 

30.0.0 

135.0.0 

 

25.0.0 

100.0.0 
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200.0.0 
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50.0.0 
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10.0.0 

152.9.4 

572.9.4 
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1297.4.0 
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 Mr LEAKE moved for a return of all sums expended, engagements with Master of Vessels, or other 

parties, during the past year, in furtherance of establishing an intercourse to and from England 

by the way of Singapore or Batavia, which was agreed to. 

 THE GOVERNOR moved that Estimates be taken into consideration on Thursday the 30 Instant, which 

was agreed to. 

The Council adjourned to Thursday the 30 Instant at 12 O’clock. 

____________________ 
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

30 MARCH 1848 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment, His Excellency Lieut. Colonel Irwin took the 

Chair. 

Present 

The Honble R.R. Madden, Colonial Secretary 

The Honble J.S. Roe, Surveyor General 

the Honble G.F. Moore, Advocate General 

The Honble H.C. Sutherland, Collector of Revenue 

G. Leake Esq 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

S. Moore Esq 

R.N. Nash Esq 

Prayers. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR laid on the table the Returns relative to the establishment of an intercourse to and 

from England by way of Singapore or Batavia, moved for by Mr Leake. 

2. THE GOVERNOR laid on the table the following dispatches recently received from the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies. 

 No.45 of 31 July 1847 Transmitting a series of Reports relation to the project of 

constructing a Railway from Halifax to Quebec. 

 No.50 of 22 Aug 1847 Transmitting Copy of Letters Patent issued under the Great Seal of 

the United Kingdom erecting the Province of South & Western 

Australia into a Bishops See & Diocese to be called the Bishopric 

of Adelaide. 

 52 of Sept 12th 1847 Acknowledging the Receipt of the Protector of Aborigines Annual 

Reports and approving the introduction of a law for the summary 

conviction and punishment of Natives. 
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 59 of Nov 10th 1847 Transmitting a Pamphlet containing suggestions by Dr Lindley for 

increasing and improving the production of vegetation in the Island 

of Ascension — and requesting a report whether there are any of 

the plants named as suitable for a hot and dry climate which have 

not been introduced into Western Australia. 

Circular 25 Sept 1847 Enclosing Copy of an Act of Parliament for the Naturalization of 

Aliens 10 & 11 Vict. Cap.83 

 Mr LEAKE stated that although these documents were laid on the table the unofficial members of 

Council had no opportunity of inspecting them as they were debarred access to the Council 

Room, except on the days of Meeting, and he trusted that steps would be taken for providing 

them with accommodation and of affording them access to such documents as may be 

required. 

 THE GOVERNOR said that so long as the Governor and Executive Council meet in the Council Room 

it must be reserved for them; but that a Committee Room would be appropriated to the 

Members of Legislative Council, and the documents laid on the table might be inspected there. 

3. Mr LEAKE presented a Memorial from Mrs Caroline Broun the Widow of the late Colonial Secretary 

praying for some assistance to support herself & family and moved that it be read & received; 

when it was accordingly read & laid on the table. 

4. Mr LEAKE then stated that on the consideration of the Estimates he should move that a yearly sum 

should be placed for the support of the Widow and family. 

5. THE GOVERNOR moved that the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure be taken into consideration 

and that the Clerk should read the items seriatim. 

 The Estimates of Revenue were read and approved amounting with a probable balance then checked of 

£200 to £9500. 

 The Estimates of Expenditure were then taken into consideration. 

 Mr MACKIE moved that the salary of the first Constable Perth should be raised from £17.10/ to £20 

p.annum.  The salary of this office as Bailiff of the Civil Court having been discontinued it was 

only fair that the salary of Constable should be placed on an equality with that of the Constable 

at Guildford, which was seconded by Mr Nash and agreed to. 

 THE GOVERNOR laid on the table a letter from the Secretary of the General Committee of education 

recommending that an increase of £20 should be given to enable him to give his whole time & 

attention to his pupils and also £10 to the Girls and Infants schools.  His Excellency said that 

some prospect had been held out to the Master that a house would be provided for him, and he 

therefore moved that £20 additional should be voted until this accommodation was provided 

for him and also that £10 additional should be paid over to the General Committee to be 

applied by them to the Girls and Infants Schools, which was unanimously agreed to. 

 Mr LEAKE moved that £75 be added under the head of Miscellaneous for the Relief of Mrs Broun & 

family which was seconded by Mr Nash, and the question having been put the members voted 

as under. 
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  Ayes     Noes 

 Mr Leake     Mr S. Moore 

 Mr Nash     Mr Sutherland 

 Mr Roe     Mr Mackie 

      Mr Moore 

      Mr Madden 

and so it passed in the negative. 

 The Estimates of Expenditure were then agreed to amounting to £9500 including a balance of £298.4.0 

applicable to unforseen expenses. 

6. THE GOVERNOR moved the third reading of the Ordinance for the appropriation of the Revenue for 

tomorrow at 3 O’clock — which was agreed to. 

Adjourned 

W. Cowan 

Clerk of the Council 

____________________ 
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OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

31 MARCH 1848 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment, His Excellency Lieut. Colonel Irwin took the 

Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

G. Leake Esq 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

R.N. Nash Esq 

Prayers. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day having been read for the third reading of the Ordinance for the appropriation of 

the Revenue, the Ordinance was accordingly read the third time and passed. 

2. THE GOVERNOR laid on the table a letter from the Postmaster at Fremantle applying for a gratuity on 

account of the number of Foreign mails made up and despatched by him and of the number of 

foreign mails opened by him by desire of the Resident Magistrate, during the year, and also for 

some addition to his salary for the ensuing year; it having been understood when his salary was 

reduced that no foreign mails should either be made up or opened by him at Fremantle. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY stated that in future no foreign mails would be made up or opened at Fremantle 

and that it would not be necessary to increase the salary of the Postmaster for the ensuing year; 

but he wished to take the sentiments of the Council as to a gratuity for the extra services 

performed by him during the past year. 

 The Council were of opinion that an allowance should be made to the Postmaster on this account; but 

they left the amount to be determined by His Excellency and the Executive Council. 

 Mr NASH then moved, seconded by Mr Leake, That it is eminently desirable that a well appointed 

exploring expedition be sent to examine the interior of this Territory to the N.E. and North 
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embracing if possible the extent of 3 to 400 miles inland, if practicable, not only the survey; 

but the geological and economical examination of the country — which was unanimously 

carried in the affirmative. 

The Council then adjourned sine die. 

W. Cowan 

Clerk of the Council 

____________________ 

529 



WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  

_________________________________ 
 

 

Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

29 JUNE 1848 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to summons, His Excellency Lieut. Colonel Irwin took the Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

G. Leake Esq 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

S. Moore Esq 

R.N. Nash Esq 

Prayers. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY then read the following address: — 

 Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 

I have summoned you at this period to lay before you the Estimates for the year 1849/50.  For 

the last two years the Estimates have been made for the current year, in consequence of some 

inconvenience having been felt in Estimating for a year in advance in the changing 

circumstances of the Colony.  A Despatch has however been received from the Secretary of 

State calling attention to the necessity of adhering to the Established Regulations by which the 

Estimates of the following year are directed to be submitted to the Legislative Council before 

the expiration of the month of June in each year. 

Captain Fitzgerald being shortly expected to arrive in this Colony to assume the Government, I 

do not propose to bring any other business under the consideration of the Council besides the 

Estimates, with the exception of the renewal of two short Acts, which is requisite without 

further delay.  I have now to lay before you a Financial Statement of the Expenditure of the 

year ending 31st March 1848, together with the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for 

1849/50. 
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In consequence of the considerable fall which has taken place in the price of the Sandal Wood 

of the Colony, as well as the reduction in the price of wool, it cannot be anticipated that the 

imports will equal those of the past year, and it must be expected therefore, that there will be 

some diminution in the amount of duty received.  I have therefore estimated the Revenue at 

£9000 being £500 under that of the present year. 

The Estimates of Expenditure have been based with few alterations upon those of the present 

year, and amount to £9000, including a balance of £171.3/, applicable to unforseen expences. 

The alterations are as follows: — 

 Increase Decrease 

Harbour Masters Department 
An increase of £24 has been required for the Pilots Establishment which now 

includes a man and two apprentices; and considerable saving it is expected will 

accrue to the Public from the employment of the Boat between Rottnest and the 

main, as I stated when I laid the last Estimates before the Council.  The Incidental 

Expences have also been increased £5. 

In consequence however of the Estimates for the Year including the charge for a 

Pilot Boat, there will be a decrease on the whole under this head of  

Medical Department 
An increase of £15 has been made to the salary of the Surgeon Fremantle, on 

account of the additional duty imposed upon him of visiting, in company with the 

Harbour Master, all vessels arriving from abroad, for the purpose of ascertaining 

whether there is any disease on board. 

Police 
An increase £15 has been made for forage and incidental expences under this head of 

Post Office 
An increase has been made of £15 to the salary of the Postmaster Fremantle, in 

consequence of the labor imposed upon him of making up additional foreign mails.  

This amount had been concurred in at the last meeting of the Council, as a gratuity 

for the extra services of the Postmaster during the past year in opening and 

forwarding foreign mails; and on further consideration of the subject in Executive 

Council, it appearing very desirable for the public service that these services should 

be continued, an addition to his salary to that amount has been added to the 

Estimates. 

Public Works 
The following items in the Estimate of the Current Year have been left out; Repairs of Public 

Offices Perth £90; addition to Perth Jail £45, reducing the Estimates for the Current Year by 

Roads, Bridges and Internal Communications 

An increase has been made of £50 for this service, making £500 

Rottnest Establishment 
There is an increase under this head of 

Miscellaneous 

In consequence of the anticipated diminution of the Revenue, I have left out the 
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following items charged on the Estimates of the present year.  Repayment of a 

portion of the commissariat debt £200; Repayment on account of Repairs of the 

Colonial Schooner at the Cape.  There is also a decrease in the following items: 

Interest on Debentures £8. Aid to Wesleyan Chapel Perth £50, Ditto Roman 

Catholic etc £50, and in the balance applicable to unforseen expences £127.1/- 

making a total of £635.1/.  From this has to be deducted an Increase for the 

Introduction of labor of £200, making under this head a total decrease of 

On a representation of the heavy debt still owing by the Trustees of the Churches of 

Perth and Fremantle, I have been induced to place on the Estimates the sums 

mentioned, and also the sums in aid of the Wesleyan Chapels which comprise the 

balance of their claim under the Act of Council 4 Vict. No. 6. 

The decrease upon the Estimate of the present year amounts to 

The increase to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£106.17.6 

 

 

606.17.6 

106.17.6 

500.  0.0 

 

435.1.0 

606.17.6 

I have to report to the Council that in conformity with the power vested in me by the Act, I 

have with the advice of the Executive Council, suspended for six months the Sandal Wood 

Toll. 

The Government having received an authentic report of a considerable reduction having taken 

place in the price of the Sandal Wood of the Colony in foreign markets have with much 

reluctance seen the necessity for suspending the operation of An Act calculated to confer such 

important benefits on the community.  But I trust that at the expiration of the period of the 

suspension circumstances will admit of the Act coming again into force. 

2. I have now to move the first reading of a Bill to make perpetual an Ordinance to make provision for the 

trial of Offences at Albany etc. 

 The Bill having been read the first time, His Excellency proposed that it should be read the second time 

on Thursday the 13th of July; which was agreed to. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the first reading of a Bill to make perpetual An Ordinance for the 

Contribution of juries for the trial of Criminal offences at Albany; and the Bill having been 

read the first time, His Excellency moved that it be read the second time on Thursday the 13th 

July, which was agreed to. 

4. Mr MOORE on the part of Mr R.N. Nash moved for the following return a Return of the number of 

Internal letters which passed through the Post Office during the last year, distinguishing “paid 

from fee”. 

 A Return of the number of Foreign letters, and of the number of Persons receiving such distinguishing 

the number of such letters, not going beyond Perth, as in the following form, or one of similar 

import. 

 Delivered at Perth or Fremantle    Delivered Elsewhere 

which was agreed to. 

The Council then adjourned until Thursday the 13th July. 
W. Cowan 

Clerk of the Council 
____________________ 
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13 JULY 1848 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment, His Excellency Lieut. Colonel Irwin took the 

Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

G. Leake Esq 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

S. Moore Esq 

R.N. Nash Esq 

Prayers. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR laid upon the table the following Returns moved for at the last meeting. 

Meeting of the Council by Mr S. Moore. 

Return of the number of Letters received in the Colony of Western Australia from places 

beyond its limits, during the year ending 30th June 1848. 

Payable letters 3,231  Franks 244 

Return of the number of letters forwarded from the Colony of W.A. to the United Kingdom, 

the Australian Colonies, and other places during the year ending 30 June 1848. 

 Payable letters 4,009  Franks 489 

Return of the number of Colonial letters which have passed through the several Post Offices in 

the Colony of Western Australia during the year ending 30 June 1848. 

 Payable letters   9,109 

 Free   5,843 

 Total  14,952 

533 



[1848] 

Return of the Revenue of the Post Office Department in the Colony of Western Australia for 

the year ending 30th June 1848 — £285.7.5 and a further sum of £44.7.1 has been received 

during the year & expended in payments to Masters of Vessels. 

2. Mr NASH gave notice that at the next meeting he would move the appointment of a Committee to 

prepare a statement to be laid before the Secretary of State respecting the contribution of this 

Council, especially noticing the alteration made therein of late years. 

3. Mr NASH gave notice that at the next meeting of Council, he would move 

“That in the opinion of this Council the recent rise of rate on foreign letters and newspapers 

bear oppressively upon a comparatively small class of the community and is not required by 

this branch of the Postage Department.” 

4. Mr NASH requested the Government to issue a notice in the Gazette calling the attention of the Settlers 

to the provision of the new Trespass Act, which he was informed was continually violated, 

particularly with regard to the castration of animals. 

5. Mr NASH requested the motion of the 31st March last relative to an exploring expedition to be read, and 

asked what had been done with reference to it. 

 THE GOVERNOR stated that nothing had been done.  The Government were fully impressed with the 

importance of explorations to discover good land; but it was out of their power to undertake 

the expedition recommended in the notice, as it would cost at least £1000.  It was however 

intended to send out an expedition in Sept. next to the South East in the neighborhood of 

Doubtful Island Bay where, from the information collected, it was considered that by keeping 

at a distance of 30 miles from the coast so as to head the rivers and inlets, a good tract of 

Country might be found. 

6. Mr NASH gave notice that at the next meeting of Council he will apply for leave to bring in a bill to 

enable the Government to reduce the toll on Sandal Wood. 

7. Mr NASH on the part of the Committee enquired what had been done with respect to the Survey of the 

Sea Coast outside of Rocky Bay, as the report could not be completed until this was furnished. 

 THE GOVERNOR stated that instructions had been given to the Commander of the Colonial Schooner 

to make the survey required, but the winds did not serve for that purpose, but it would however 

be attended to on the return of that vessel. 

8. Mr LEAKE presented a Memorial from Alfred Davies, Tidewaiter & Cooper Fremantle for an increase 

of salary, which was read and ordered to be laid on the Table. 

 THE GOVERNOR then moved the second reading of the Estimates of Revenue & Expenditure when 

the Clerk proceeded to read the items seriatim. 

Customs & Revenue 

 Mr LEAKE moved an addition to the Salary of the Tidewaiter Fremantle of £10 making it £72, which 

was seconded by Mr Samuel Moore and agreed to by the Council on the understanding that 

more convenience will be afforded to the Public when there is a Vessel discharging. 

Judicial 

 THE GOVERNOR moved an addition to the Salary of the Constable at the Value of £5, on account of 

the duties required to be performed — which was agreed to. 
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 Mr NASH then moved the following resolution. 

 Resolved that the Government be authorised to spend £100 in aid of private explorations, which the 

Council pass by a supplementary note at the end of the Financial Year — which was seconded 

by Mr Samuel Moore and agreed to. 

Miscellaneous 

 Moved by the Hon the Colonial Secretary That the sum of £25 should be placed on the Estimates 

towards the liquidation of the debt of the Roman Catholic Chapel which was seconded by Mr 

S Moore and agreed to. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY then moved that the Ordinance for the Appropriation of the Revenue be read the 

third time on Thursday next the 20th Instant, which was agreed to. 

9. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of A Bill to make perpetual an Ordinance intituled An 

Ordinance to make provision for the trial of Criminal Offences at Albany, and other remote 

districts of the Colony of Western Australia and the Bill was accordingly read the second time 

and ordered to be read the third time on Thursday next the 20th Instant. 

10. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill to make perpetual An Ordinance to regulate 

the Constitution of Juries for the trial of Criminal Offences at Albany etc, and the Bill was 

accordingly read the second time and ordered to be read the third time on Thursday next the 

20th Instant. 

11. THE GOVERNOR mentioned that it had appeared advisable that An Act should be introduced to render 

it compulsory to give accurate returns of the Population Stock etc.  There had been no census 

since 1842 and without such an Act the Returns could not be depended on.  He would now 

propose the first reading of A Bill for taking an account of the Population and of the amount of 

Stock and Crops and other particulars of the Colony of Western Australia. 

 The Bill was then read a first time and ordered to be read the second time on Thursday next the 20th 

Instant. 

Adjourned to Thursday the 20 Inst. 

____________________ 
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20 JULY 1848 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment, His Excellency Lieut. Colonel Irwin took the 

Chair. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

G. Leake Esq 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

S. Moore Esq 

R.N. Nash Esq 

Prayers. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr NASH presented a Memorial from Mr Burrell Superintendent of the Working Party of Prisoners 

Perth praying for the erection of a Building near the Jail for the lodging of himself and family 

or in lieu thereof to be allowed lodging money to the extent of £15 p.annum, which was read 

and ordered to be laid on the table. 

 Mr NASH enquired if any steps had been taken to borrow money for the erection of a Jail at Perth for 

which permission had been granted by the Secretary of State.  If there was any probability of 

erecting a Jail it would not be desirable to accumulate buildings on the present site. 

 THE GOVERNOR mentioned that the salary of the Superintendent had been twice increased since he 

was appointed.  With regard to the Jail, the Government had not considered it advisable to 

raise money by loan on the terms which had been offered; and there had since been a very 

great addition made to the accommodation in the present building and when the alterations are 

completed there will be room for 15 to 20 Europeans. 
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 Mr MACKIE stated that it would be extremely desirable that a building should be erected within the 

premises or contiguous to the jail for the residence of the person in charge of the jail.  The 

Magistrates had not visited the jail regularly from there being no person permanently resident 

there, but as they had frequent opportunities of seeing the Superintendent, no very great 

inconvenience had resulted from it. 

2. The Council then concurred in recommending the Memorial to the consideration of the Executive. 

3. Mr NASH moved for the appointment of a Committee to prepare a statement to be laid before the 

Secretary of State respecting the contribution of this Council especially noticing the alterations made 

therein of late years; which was seconded by Mr Leake and agreed to, and Mr Mackie, Mr Leake, the 

Hon the Advocate General and Mr Nash were nominated for this purpose, and are to report to the 

Council on Tuesday the 25 Inst. 

4. Mr NASH moved That in the opinion of this Council the recent rise of rate on foreign letters and 

newspapers bear unequally upon the comparatively small class of the community, and is not 

required by the Branch of the Post Office Department, which was seconded by Mr Leake and 

the question having been put to the vote the members voted as follows. 
  Ayes     Noes 
 Mr Nash Esq   The Hon Advocate General 

 Mr Leake Esq   The Hon Colonial Secretary 

     The Hon Surveyor General 

     The Hon Collector of Revenue 

     W.H. Mackie Esq 

and so it was carried in the negative. 
5. Mr NASH having asked leave to bring in a Bill to enable the Governor to reduce the toll on Sandal 

Wood; His Excellency stated that he had intimated at the commencement of the Council his 

intention to limit the business of the Council to what was imperatively required namely to the 

passing of the Estimates and the renewal of two Bills as the new Governor was daily expected 

to arrive, and a communication especially respecting the Post Office to which the Hon Member 

had also referred to may be received from the Home Government. 

6. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the third reading of an Ordinance for the appropriation of the Revenue for 

1849/50 and the Bill was then read the third time and passed. 

7. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the third reading of a Bill to make perpetual An Ordinance intituled An 

Ordinance to make provision for the trial of Criminal Offences at Albany and other remote 

districts of the Colony of Western Australia, and the Bill was accordingly read the third time 

and passed. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the third reading of An Ordinance intituled An Ordinance to regulate the 

constitution of juries for the trial of Criminal Offences at Albany and other remote districts of 

the Colony of Western Australia; and the Bill was accordingly read the third time and passed. 

8. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the second reading of a Bill for taking an account of the Population and of 

the amount of Stock and Crop and other particulars of the Colony of Western Australia; and a 

few verbal alterations having been made the Bill was read the second time and ordered to be 

read the third time, on Tuesday the 25 Instant. 

The Council then adjourned to Tuesday the 25 Inst. at 1 O’clock. 
____________________ 
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25 JULY 1848 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment, His Excellency Lieut. Colonel Irwin took the 

Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

G. Leake Esq 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

S. Moore Esq 

R.N. Nash Esq 

Prayers. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr NASH brought up the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a Statement to be laid before 

the Secretary of State respecting the Constitution of this Council especially noticing the 

alterations made therein of late years, which was read and received and ordered to be laid on 

the table. 

 Mr NASH moved that this Council request His Excellency to forward this Report to the Right Hon the 

Secretary of State and to recommend the subject of it to His Lordship’s favourable 

consideration, suggesting that the Council would prefer the addition of four unsalaried 

members retaining all the present salaried members; which was seconded by Mr Leake, and 

the question having been put the Hon the Colonial Secretary moved as an Amendment. 

 That it should be recommended to the Home Government to make an addition of three or four 

non-official members to the Legislative Council, which is now composed of seven salaried 

Official Members and Three non Official Members.  With the intention of realizing what 

seems to be the views of the Home Government as expressed in the Official publication of 

“The Rules and Regulations of Her Majesty’s Colonial service at Page 10”.  In the Colonies 
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not possessing Legislative Assemblies the Legislative Council is composed in certain 

prescribed proportions; but generally in equal numbers of persons holding public offices and of 

persons not holding any such office.”  Which was seconded by the Hon the Advocate General, 

and the question having been put the members voted as under. 
  Ayes     Noes 

 His Excellency the Governor   R.N. Nash Esq 

 The Hon Colonial Secretary   G. Leake Esq 

 The Hon Surveyor General   W.H. Mackie Esq 

 The Hon Advocate General   S. Moore Esq 

 The Hon Collector of Revenue 

  and so it was carried in the Affirmative. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY was then respectfully requested by the non official members to transmit the 

Report to the Right Hon the Secretary of State as expressing their sentiments on the Subject, 

which was agreed to. 

2. THE GOVERNOR stated to the Council that on reference to the Secretary of State’s Instructions, and to 

the proceedings of the neighbouring Colonies it appeared that the proper course is to bring on 

the Supplementary Estimate for the Current Year at the same time as the Estimates for the 

ensuing year in place of bringing it forward at the conclusion of the Financial Year after the 

Expenditure had been incurred as had been the practice.  His Excellency would therefore 

shortly move the first reading of the Supplementary Estimate including those items moved by 

the Legislative Council as well as others which appeared necessary for the Public Service. 

3. THE GOVERNOR then moved the third reading of a Bill for taking an account of the Population and of 

the amount of Live Stock and Crop, and other particulars of the Colony of Western Australia.  

When the Bill was accordingly read the third time and passed. 

4. THE GOVERNOR then moved the first reading of the following Supplementary Estimate of Sums 

further required for the service of the Government of Western Australia during the year 

1848/49. 

 Salaries Contingencies Total 

Customs & Revenue 

Tidewaiter Fremantle at the rate of £10 from 20th July 

 

7.0.0 

  

7.0.0 

Harbour Masters Departments 

Boatman £5 

Clothing & Wages for boys 

Small Boat 

Incidental including sails for Pilot Boat 

 

5.0.0 

 

 

 

5.0.0 

 

 

19.0.0 

10.0.0 

26.0.0 

55.0.0 

 

 

 

 

 

60.0.0 

Judicial 

Constable Vasse 

 

 

5.0.0 

 

 

 

5.0.0 

Medical Department 

Surgeon Fremantle at the rate of £15 p.annum from 1 July 

 

11.5.0 

 

 

 

11.5.0 
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Police 

Forage & Clothing 

 

 

 

21.17.6 

 

21.17.6 

Roads & Bridges 

For General Purposes 

For a Bridge across the Collie; Estimated to cost £300 

  

200.0.0 

150.0.0 

 

 

350.0.0 

Survey & Explorations 

To aid Private Explorations 

For Exploration under Surveyor General & for services of 

Geologist 

 

 

 

 

100.0.0 

200.0.0 

 

 

300.0.0 

Miscellaneous 

Introduction of labor, amount received from sale of land in 

1846/47 & placed on the Estimates for 1847/48 but not yet 

expended 

Receipts of 1847/48 for sale of Crown Land 

Albany Church since placed on the Estimates of 1847/48 but not 

paid over 

  

 

 

100.0.0 

 

77.11.0 

100.0.0 

 

 

 

 

 

277.11.0 

   £1032.13.6

Mr NASH gave notice that on the consideration of the Estimates he would move “That the Governor be 

authorised to expend the sum of £70 to enable the widow of the late Colonial Secretary to 

proceed to England with the view of obtaining assistance to maintain her family. 

Adjourned to Thursday the 27th Inst at One O’clock. 

W. Cowan 

Clerk of the Council 

____________________ 

 

 

540 



WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  

_________________________________ 
 

 

Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

27 JULY 1848 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment, His Excellency Lieut. Colonel Irwin took the 

Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

G. Leake Esq 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

S. Moore Esq 

R.N. Nash Esq 

Prayers. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of the Supplementary Estimate for the year 1848/49.  

When an amendment having been proposed the Council resolved itself into Committee. 

In Committee 

 THE GOVERNOR stated that it had been expected than an anchor and cable crate have been got from 

the Colonial Schooner for the Pilot Boat without incurring additional expense; but this it was 

found the Commander could not furnish and His Excellency proposed that an increase of £20 

should be made to the Harbour Masters Department for this purpose, which was agreed to. 

 The item of £150 for a Bridge across the Collie estimated to cost £300 having been read, Mr Nash 

moved that the grant for a Collie bridge be now confined to approaches suited also for a Ferry, 

and that a Ferry be established there, all funds applicable to bridges being confined to the 

erection of a bridge across the Swan between Perth and Fremantle.  Which was seconded by 

Samuel Moore Esq and the question having been put the members voted as under. 
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  Ayes     Noes 

 S. Moore Esq   The Hon Colonial Secretary 

 R.N. Nash Esq   The Hon Surveyor General 

     The Hon Advocate General 

     The Hon Collector of Revenue 

     G. Leake Esq 

     W.H. Mackie Esq 
and so it was carried in the negative. 

 Mr NASH then moved that all funds applicable to bridges be applied to a Bridge across the Swan 

between Perth and Fremantle, which was seconded by S. Moore, and the question having been 

put the members voted as under 
  Ayes     Noes 

 S. Moore Esq   All the other Members of Council 

 R.N. Nash Esq 

and so it was carried in the negative. 

 Mr NASH then moved That the Government be authorised to spend £300 as voted last year for a 

Fremantle Bridge, which was seconded by Mr S Moore and agreed to. 

 Mr NASH moved That a Committee be appointed to Report on the best means of obtaining a proper 

land communication between the Port and the Capital; which was seconded by Mr S Moore 

and agreed to.  The following Committee was then nominated for that purpose.  They are to 

report to the Governor. 

   The Hon the Colonial Secretary 
   The Hon the Surveyor General 
   The Hon the Collector of Revenue 
   S. Moore Esq 
   R.N. Nash Esq 
 Mr NASH proposed that if the Government see reason from the Estimates or otherwise to alter their 

opinion, and the Bridge across the Collie cannot be carried out, then the sum to be applied to 

the erection of a Bridge across the Swan, which was agreed to. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY mentioned that since the Estimates for the present year were passed it had been 

found necessary to incur additional expence in Repairing the Gaol and enlarging the 

accommodation and as the Council had recommended the erection of a House for the 

Superintendent His Excellency would propose that the sum of £150 placed on the Estimates 

for the erection of a hospital should be transferred to the Jail at Perth, which was agreed to. 

 Mr NASH moved that the Governor be authorised to spend the sum of £70 to enable the Widow of the 

Colonial Secretary to proceed to England, with the view of obtaining assistance to maintain her 

family; which was seconded by W.H. Mackie Esq and carried unanimously. 

 The Estimate for the Supplementary charge for the year 1848/49 amounting to £1422.13.6 having 

passed the second reading, His Excellency proposed that the Ordinance should be read the 

third time tomorrow, which was agreed to. 

The Council then adjourned till tomorrow at 12 O’clock. 

W. Cowan 

Clerk of the Council 

____________________ 
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28 JULY 1848 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment, His Excellency Lieut. Colonel Irwin took the 

Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Prayers. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR moved the third reading of the Supplementary Estimate & Ordinance for the present 

year 1848/49 when the Ordinance was accordingly read the third time and passed. 

The Council then adjourned sine die. 

W. Cowan 

Clerk of the Council 

____________________ 
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